Throughout the year, identity thieves are on the prowl to try and steal your personal information. As a
result, consumers should be vigilant about protecting against identity fraud — especially during tax
season. In previous years, it’s estimated that the IRS paid more than $3.1 billion to individuals who had
filed fraudulent returns using stolen information.

That doesn’t mean you’re helpless against fraudsters — following these 5 recommendations from the
IRS and other trusted consumer security experts can help reduce your odds of becoming a victim of
tax-related identity theft.

File early. Avoid public Wi-Fi hotspots.

Use the big blue box.

Get personal.
Don’t be duped.
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